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George Fox University Master of Social Work Program

Master of Social Work Mission Statement

The mission of George Fox University’s Department of Social Work Master’s Program is to
prepare graduates for worldwide leadership and service as social work professionals who
integrate the values, knowledge, and skills of social work with the highest competence and
ethical integrity within public and private human service organizations, faith communities,
and religiously affiliated agencies.

Program’s Context: University’s Mission

The mission of the university is as follows: “George Fox University, a Christ-centered
community, prepares students spiritually, academically, and professionally to think with
clarity, act with integrity, and serve with passion.”

The university mission statement is further exemplified by the institutional values that relate
clearly to the mission, nature, and purposes of the master in social work program. For
example:

1. Living like Christ as Agents of Love and Reconciliation
2. Creating a Transformational Learning Community
3. Pursuing Scholarly Inquiry
4. Engaging Globally and Connecting Culturally
5. Reflecting the Diversity of God’s People
6. Preparing Innovators and Risk Takers in Pursuit of God’s Kingdom
7. Serving and Leading in Communities of Trust
8. Promoting Peace, Justice, and Care of





NASW Code of Ethics

Students of the George Fox University Master of Social Work are expected to comply
with the following code:
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Pillar 2: Anchored in Love. Advancing Social Justice
Turn Love into Action

Don’t just fight for the vulnerable; walk with them and help them find their way. Hear their heart.
Help them discover their worth. Be their voice when no one else is listening. And advance the

cause of justice for all.

Pillar 3: Committed to Comprehensive, Culturally Informed Care
Be Understanding

Discover how diverse belief systems and social identities intersect with social work practice. The
more you understand about the richness of our collective humanity, the more understanding you

can be - and the better you can care for the spiritual, emotional and social needs of the clients you
serve.

Pillar 4: Unparalleled Training and Problem-Solving Focus
Activate Your Knowledge

Dive into the daily lives of vulnerable populations, develop culturally informed intervention
strategies and apply your knowledge in personalized practicums. Whether you’re working with

clients at a local nonprofit, serving students
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Admissions Criteria

Minimum Admissions Requirements

The graduate program requires that all applicants have either a bachelor’s degree from an
accredited institution in the United States or proof of equivalent education at an international
institution of higher learning.

Applicants are expected to have a record of undergraduate study and experience that is predictive
of success in graduate study.

A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 for the traditional program. Applicants must have completed
all the prerequisite courses with a minimum GPA of 2.75 prior to entry to the program.

A satisfactory grade point average in and of itself does not guarantee admission to a graduate
program. The graduate admissions committee considers approval for admission after the
assessment and review processes are concluded. The applicant will be expected to complete
all undergraduate prerequisites prior to entry in the program.

Prerequisite baccalaureate coursework that demonstrates a strong liberal arts background is
required. Courses in the following areas are required:

Statistics: (one course)

While other specific prerequisite courses are not required, ideally applicants will have completed
a minimum of one course from each of the following categories:

Social and behavioral sciences (two courses preferred)

Natural science and mathematics

Humanities and arts

Acceptable performance on a writing assessment, demonstrating ability to think critically and
communicate effectively and clearly in writing.

Statement of professional interest in MSW graduate study at George Fox University and support
of the stated mission of GFU’s MSW program.

Self-statement that there is no pre-existing criminal record or disclosure of any criminal record,
and that there is no physical or mental impairment, which would preclude licensure as a
professional social worker.

Profile of all the above criteria which demonstrates commitment to social work values and
potential for growth toward skilled, competent, advanced level social work practice.

Willingness to participate in a file review and in MSW Ignite provides additional interaction and
engagement with faculty.

U.S. citizens and eligible non-citizens may apply for federal financial aid by completing a
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references. Applicants will also be invited for an interview with a faculty member and
engagement in the MSW Ignite Event.

The MSW program’s letter of admission constitutes the University’s official notification of
the admission decision. Admitted students will have a maximum of one year from the date of
admission within which to enroll. Attempts to enroll after the one-year period will require
completion of another application. The University reserves the right to refuse admission to any
applicant whose previous academic record and/or readiness for graduate study in social work
is deemed unsatisfactory.

Transfer of Credit Policy

For matriculating students who wish to transfer from another CSWE accredited graduate social
work program, the MSW program has a written policy stipulating the transfer of credits as
follows. For students requesting to transfer credits from graduate programs not accredited by
CSWE, courses will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

The Director of the Master of Social Work program, in consultation with MSW faculty, may
approve up to 15 hours of coursework for inclusion into the MSW traditional program or up to 9
hours of coursework in the advanced standing program. In order to preserve the integrity of their
education at the degree granting institution; practicum credits will not be transferred.

The conditions outlined below for transfer credit consideration must be met regardless of the
institution’s accrediting body.

No credit will be given toward required MSW courses unless the following conditions
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The school from which the credits are transferred must be accredited by a regional
accreditation agency.

No earned grade for transfer
grade





MSW Graduate Advisor Role
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Academic and Professional Performance

Academic and professional performance is seen as an extension of professional values and ethics
as a developing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EYpR1SR8u7BHxOfOo27jCJf8wnLJKtqW/view?usp=sharing
/catalog/handbook/academic/grading/appeal.html
/catalog/handbook/academic/grading/appeal.html


Procedures for Complaints, Appeal Procedures, and Grievance Policy

George Fox University’s Master of Social Work has established complaint procedures, an appeal
process, and grievance policies governing academic and professional matters. These policies and
procedures outline general rules regarding what issues may be appealed and the procedure to be
followed for filing a grievance. Academic actions can be appealed to appropriate university
authorities and an Academic Appeals Board. Appeals are taken to be good faith actions that
request reexamination of academic decisions. All appeals must be made within limited time
frames depending upon the action being appealed. Additional information is available in the
Academic Affairs Office.

Overview of Complaint Procedures

Informal Complaint Procedures: It is the wish of the University to provide an education and
services of high quality to its students and to provide equity and harmony in the application of
policies and procedures. When a student has a complaint, the University encourages resolution to
be sought through informal communication with the appropriate instructor, college dean, staff
member, or administrative officer who may be able to help rectify or clarify the situation before a
written complaint is initiated.

Formal Complaint Procedures: This complaint policy does not supersede specific policies
involving special cases such as grade appeals, sexual harassment, etc. that are further defined in
the Student Handbook, Catalog, Graduate Policies or elsewhere.

Similarly, it does not supersede our financial policies which include “The Removal of Institutional
Charges and Removal of Financial Aid Policies” and the financial appeals process. (See
procedures for submitting a “Medical / Hardship Appeal” online on the Student Account web
pages).

Lodging a Formal Student Complaint: A student who wishes to lodge a formal complaint
with the University must complete and submit the formal complaint form to the appropriate
Director, Dean, or Vice President. A form is available in the Office of Student Life and Office of
Academic Affairs, as well as online. (General Student Complaint Procedures)

Administrative Complaint Acknowledgment: Formal student complaints will be forwarded to
the administrator most immediately responsible for the area to which the complaint pertains.
Generally, the administrator will send a written acknowledgment to the student within five
working days of receiving the complaint indicating that: (1) the formal complaint form has been
received, (2) the nature of the complaint, and (3) that the student will receive a written response
after deliberation within fifteen working days. (Please note that response time may be longer
over the summer or holidays or when there are extenuating circumstances, for example, if the
administrator is away on vacation or for some other reason). Copies of the written student
complaint and the acknowledgement letter will be sent to the Director, Dean, or Vice President
over that area.

Administrative Deliberation and Response: If the administrator to whom the complaint is
29
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Probational Admission
A student who is readmitted after a suspension will enter with a probationary academic
standing of Probational Admission. The probation will be in effect for the duration of the
student's first semester after readmission.

Probation and Academic Standing Appeals
Academic actions can be appealed to the Academic Standing Committee or appropriate
university authorities. This committee may repeal suspensions of students not making
satisfactory academic progress when it deems the failure to be due to exceptional circumstances
and judges the student has a reasonable chance to meet graduation requirements. Appeals are
taken to be good faith actions that request reexamination of academic decisions. Submissions
must be in writing delivered to the Office of Academic Affairs. All appeals must be made
within limited time frames depending upon the action being appealed. A successful academic
appeal does not necessarily result in a reinstatement of financial aid eligibility. A student who
has lost aid eligibility due to insufficient satisfactory academic progress and who is wishing to
appeal to have his or her financial aid reinstated must do so through the Student Financial
Services office.

Record of Academic Standing on Transcripts
Academic standings of Probation, Suspension, and Dismissal will be recorded permanently on
a student’s official and unofficial transcripts, noted after the semester in which the standing
was earned. Provisional Admission will appear on a student’s official and unofficial transcripts
upon admission or readmission but will be removed from the transcript after the completion of
one semester.

The Office of Academic Affairs monitors academic offenses in conjunction with Student
Life and in cases where students are violating standards in two or more classes additional
penalties may be warranted.

3. Dismissal of a Student from the Social Work Program – Practicum Issues

Social work is a difficult, challenging, and very rewarding profession for those interested in
others and committed to serving. Professional social work requires a high level of emotional and
intellectual resources, as well as an acceptance of the values and ethics of the profession. Many
students find themselves initially attracted to social work for a number of reasons. Later,
however, they may come to realize that they are unsuited for the profession for various reasons
(e.g. their own values, academic ability, or degree of emotional strength which is often required
making this career choice inappropriate for them.) Such a decision demonstrates wisdom and
real caring for the needs of potential clients and co-workers. The social work faculty always
stand ready to assist students in considering their best academic alternatives in such situations.

All social work students of George Fox University are expected to abide by the National
Association of Social Workers (NASW, 2021) Code of Ethics, the Standards of Conduct as
stated in the University catalog, and the Expectations and Responsibilities stated in the
University Student Handbook. Along with these expectations, students enrolled in the MSW
Program are expected to adhere to the following:
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documentation of the complaint and outcome are kept in the student’s permanent file.

Complaints against students will be handled in the following manner:
1. Complaints against a MSW student must be written, signed, dated and sent to the MSW

Program Director.
a. If the complaint is practicum related, a copy of the complaint is also sent to the

MSW Director of Practicum Education by the complainant.
2. Within three working days of receipt of the complaint, the MSW Program Director sends

the written complaint to the MSW Academic and Performance Committee
3. Within three working days of the received complaint from the MSW director, the MSW

Academic and Performance Committee �



appeal reverses the decision of the faculty.

3.2 Complaint Appeal Process
Decisions by the faculty that come through the student complaint process can be appealed. In
the event of an appeal, the following process must be followed:

1. The student makes a written appeal to the MSW Program Director within 10 working
days of receipt of the faculty decision. Copies of the appeal may be sent to the MSW Director
of Practicum Education and the Dean of Behavioral Health Science by the MSW program
director.

2. The MSW Program Director appoints an ad hoc committee composed of three faculty
members, at least one of which must be from the GFU MSW Program, to review the appeal
and the faculty decision.

3. The ad hoc committee investigates the decision to the extent the committee believes it
is necessary, which may include interviews of the student and those involved in the
complaint.

4. The ad hoc committee makes a decision to support, modify, or overturn the faculty
decision within 30 working
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Student Health and Counseling Services

The Health and Counseling Center is dedicated to helping students stay healthy so they can
achieve the highest personal growth and intellectual success during their time at George Fox.
Health and counseling services are available to all students at the university, and all services are
provided on the Newberg campus.

George Fox University Title IX Resources

The George Fox Campus Awareness, Response and Education (CARE) team’s purpose is to lead
and support our campus in pursuit of being a Christ-centered community that fosters a safe living,
learning and work setting for students, employees, and visitors free of harassment, discrimination
and violence.

Portland Center Lactation Room

The lactation room is equipped with two stations, baby changing pad, fridge, microwave, water,
and other nursing supplies. Request the access code from the MSW Program Coordinator.

Other Resources

Council on Social Work Education
(CSWE) http://www.cswe.org

George Fox University MSW Field Manual
http://www.georgefox.edu/social-work/current-students.ht
ml

International Federation of Social
Workers http://ifsw.org

National Association of Social Workers
(NASW) http://www.naswdc.org

North American Association of Christians in Social Work
(NACSW) http://www.nacsw.org

State of Oregon: Board of Licensed Social
Workers http://www.oregon.gov/BLSW

George Fox University Leave of Absence (LOA) Procedures
https://www.georgefox.edu/catalog/handbook/academic/enrollment/loa.html

*Note: Any LOA should be communicated to the student’s academic advisor and/or
program director when appropriate.
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MSW Student Acknowledgement Form

I acknowledge that I have been provided a copy (or provided the virtual link) to the:
● Master of Social Work Student Handbook
● Master of Social Work Practicum Education Manual
● The Code of Ethics of The National Association of of Social Workers (NASW)

In addition, I understand that I am expected to read and abide by the NASW Code of Ethics, all
George Fox University policies, including the policy on Academic Honesty, which can be found
online at: https://www.georgefox.edu/catalog/handbook/academic/standing/honesty.html.

I further acknowledge that I am expected to read through the above material, understand it and be
familiar with what is expected of me, and that failure to do so may result in student review or
additional corrective action, leading up to dismissal from the program.

I understand that this material will be updated from time to time and that I am responsible for
reading and understanding the updates. Material will be provided to me initially at MSW Student
Orientation and will again be provided to me in Practicum Seminar Course assignments.

As a student in the Master of Social Work Program, my signature below signifies that I agree to
adhere to and comply with the Master of Social Work Student Handbook, Master of Social Work
Field Manual, the George Fox University Policy on Academic Honesty and the NASW Code of
Ethics.

__________________________________________________________
Print Name

__________________________________________________________
Signature

_______________________
Date
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